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Hshed, It being so usual before most books of any great
value among poets; and before its seeing the world, I sub-
mit it wholly to the correction of your pens.1

I entreat, therefore, one of you would descend so far, as
to write two or three lines to me of your pleasure upon it,
which, as I cannot but expect from gentlemen wEo have
so well shown, upon so many occasions, that greatest char-
acter of scholars in being favourable to the ignorant, so, I
am sure, nothing at present can more highly oblige me, or
make me happier.2 I am, Gentlemen,

Your ever most humble, and most admiring servant,

JONATHAN SWIFT.

IV. [Orrery's Remarks.]

SWIFT TO WILLIAM SWIFT

Moor Park, November 29, 1692.
SIR,

MY sister told me you was pleased (when she was here)3
to wonder I did so seldom write to you. I [hope you have]
been so kind to impute it neither to ill-mann[ers or want
of] respect. I always [have] thought that sufficient from
one who has always been but too troublesome to you.4

1 Dumton duly printed the ode ("Poetical Works") which he thought
came from "a country gentleman." It was on seeing this ode that
Dryden is said to have expressed the opinion that Swift would never
be a poet. In the opinion of Sir Henry Craik (" Life," i, 45) it is
inflated, disordered, and often impenetrably obscure.

* In binding himself to the wheels of such a crazy chariot Swift ex-
hibits, as Sir Henry Craik says ("Life," i, 44), that nervous distrust of
himself which he always felt, and that whimsical judgement as to others
by which he was often misled.

3  This reference to Swift's sister has been overlooked by some
writers who have asserted that she was never at Moor Park. She was
then in her twenty-seventh year. Her baptism is thus recorded in the
register of St. Michan's Church, Dublin:  "Jane dau. to Jonathan
Swift 'and Abigail his wife bapt i May 1666."   The King's Inns,
when Swift's father was the steward, stood on the site now occupied by
the Four Courts, close to St. Michan's Church.

4  This letter is addressed to the fourth of Swift's paternal uncles
("Prose Works," xi, 375).   All his grandfather's sons except Thomas,
who took holy orders, adopted a legal  profession.    Godwin and
Dryden were students of Gra/s Inn, and the former was called in
1660 to the English bar, and, in 1663, to the Irish bar.  The otherance on the Rev, Samuel Wesley, to whom he
